Destination Investment Fund
CYCLE 1 APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 28
APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

DATE:________________________
NAME OF APPLICANT: _________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS: __________________________________________________

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: ________________________________________________

TAX ID NUMBER: ___________________________________________________
PRIMARY CONTACT: ________________________________________________
PHONE: ___________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________
APPLICANT URL: ___________________________________________________
REQUESTED GRANT AMOUNT: $ ________________________________________

PURPOSE OF APPLICATION:



DESCRIBE HOW THE PROJECT/EXPERIENCE SERVES THE MISSION OF HOCKING HILLS TOURISM ASSOCIATION:
The mission of the Hocking Hills Tourism Association is to promote the growth of responsible tourism through marketing strategies and programs that balance economic growth with the need to preserve the natural and cultural heritage in the Hocking Hills region.
Additionally, the funded project must demonstrate how it promotes inclusivity, fosters community harmony, and ensures no activities promote discrimination, hate, or harm against any individual or group.




APPLICANT’S FINANCIAL INVESTMENT IN PROJECT/EXPERIENCE:

DESCRIBE HOW THE PURPOSE OF APPLICATION WILL BENEFIT THE RESIDENTS OF HOCKING COUNTY:



DESCRIBE HOW THE PURPOSE OF APPLICATION WILL BENEFIT VISITORS TO THE HOCKING HILLS:



ESTIMATED NUMBER OF RESIDENTS BENEFITED: ________________________
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VISITORS BENEFITED: _________________________
DESCRIBE HOW THE PROJECT/EVENT WILL GENERATE ADDITIONAL OVERNIGHT STAYS IN HOCKING COUNTY:



DESCRIBE THE RETURN ON INVESTMENT (ROI) FOR HOCKING COUNTY TOURISM:



DESCRIBE HOW THE GRANT WILL BE RECOGNIZED:




NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
All applicants must agree to the following:
The applicant affirms no alcohol will be purchased with grant funds.
The applicant affirms that the funded project/program will not engage in or promote any activity that discriminates against individuals based on race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability, or any other protected category. The project must not engage in activities that foster hate or harm against any individual or group. Violation of this policy may result in the immediate revocation of grant funds and disqualification from future funding opportunities.
Applicants are required to attach a signed statement affirming compliance with this non-discrimination policy.

HAS THE APPLICANT RECEIVED A DESTINATION INVESTMENT GRANT FROM HOCKING HILLS TOURISM ASSOCIATION IN THE PAST?
___ YES ___ NO
If yes, what is the current status of the grant?




REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:
· Non-profit status documentation issued by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
· Governing Board of Directors/Trustees
· Declaration of insurance coverages issued by a licensed insurance company
· Annual Budget
· Project Budget
· Business Plan
· Marketing Plan
· Estimates issued by licensed and insured contractor(s) with completion date(s)
· Non-Discrimination Policy: A signed statement affirming compliance with the non-discrimination agreement outlined in this document.
· If applicable, Vendor Agreement prohibiting the sale of items promoting hate, racism, or obscenity.

UPON REQUEST:
· Applicant IRS Form 990
· Applicant By-laws/Code of Regulation

AUTHORIZED APPLICANT REPRESENTATIVE:
By signing this application, the applicant affirms compliance with all requirements, including the non-discrimination policy, and certifies the information provided is accurate to the best of their knowledge.
_______________________________________ DATE:__________________
Signature

Print Name

Important Notes:
Applications are due by the end of business on February 28, each year.
Send completed applications to James Martin at jmartin@explorehockinghills.com

Expenses Not Eligible for Funding:
· Salaries
· Compensation of staff or volunteers
· Benefits for staff or volunteers
· Real property debt service
· Real property acquisition or associated costs
· Rent
· Insurance
· Utilities
· No alcohol may be purchased with DIF grant funds
